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Let’s dive into chapter 16 of the story, as we begin by looking at 2 Kings 17 in the Story. 

So if you would, please turn in your Bibles to 2 Kings 17.

Over the past few weeks we’ve seen how, after the death of Solomon, the nation of Israel had been divided into 2 separate nations by God. 

The ten tribes that made up the northern kingdom were called Israel; and 2 tribes that made up the southern kingdom were called Judah.

During the time frame of this divided kingdom there were 38 kings who ruled over Israel and Judah, and only 5 of these kings were considered good; who followed the Lord. 

We are told over and over that the other 33 kings “did evil in the eyes of the Lord.”

We also saw last week, that God raised up prophets who job it was to hear from God, and then proclaim that message to the king and to the people. 

Usually they were warning the people to turn away from their sinfulness and return to God and if they did, God would gladly take them back. 

But all too often nobody listen. 

Last week we focused our attention on the northern kingdom of Israel.
For 208 years God’s prophets spoke the message of God’s love and truth to the northern kingdom inviting them the repent and turn God back to God.

This morning we find that time is up for the northern nation of Israel.

I. Israel’s Faithlessness is Rewarded (2 Kings 17:13-23)

Here in 2 Kings 17, starting in verse 13, we read the following . . . 

2 Kings 17:13-23 (NIV) 
13 The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: "Turn from your evil ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I commanded your fathers to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the prophets." 

14 But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their fathers, who did not trust in the LORD their God. 15 They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their fathers and the warnings he had given them. 

They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around them although the LORD had ordered them, "Do not do as they do," and they did the things the LORD had forbidden them to do. 

16 They forsook all the commands of the LORD their God and made for themselves two idols cast in the shape of calves, and an Asherah pole. They bowed down to all the starry hosts, and they worshiped Baal. 

17 They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire. 
[Since January 22, 1973, approximately 50 million children have been aborted in the United States.]
They practiced divination and sorcery and sold themselves to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 

18 So the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. Only the tribe of Judah was left, 19 and even Judah did not keep the commands of the LORD their God. They followed the practices Israel had introduced. 

20 Therefore the LORD rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted them and gave them into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from his presence. 

21 When he tore Israel away from the house of David, they made Jeroboam son of Nebat their king. Jeroboam enticed Israel away from following the LORD and caused them to commit a great sin. 

22 The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and did not turn away from them 23 until the LORD removed them from his presence, as he had warned through all his servants the prophets. 

So the people of Israel were taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria, and they are still there. 

God raised up a pagan nation called Assyria, to overtake and destroy the northern kingdom, Israel, and to send them into exile. 

Assyria was a powerful a wicked nation to the North and North East of Israel. It would be in in what is today Syria and Iran. But at its peak Assyria would expand its influence even it to Egypt. 

It the year 722 BC the ten tribes of the northern kingdom are taken captive and the people would be taken and spread throughout the Assyrian empire. Sometimes these ten tribes are referred to as the lost tribes of Israel.

They would never return to their homeland. In 722 BC, these people who started out with so much promise, lost their distinction of being followers of Yahweh. 

They did this of their own choosing as they adapted to the pagan culture around them. And it is here that they exit their part in the upper story of God to bring us the Messiah.

One of the things that the Assyrians did that was really smart was that when they came in and took over a nation they would take the people from that nation and move them out and scatter them around their empire.

Then they would take people from other places in their empire and move them onto your land. 

Now this was pretty smart. I would fight to defend my own land. But I would not be so quick to fight for someone else’s land. 

Also as people were moved around and spread out there would not be enough of them in one area to maintain their ethnic identity. So they would inter merry and assimilate into the new culture and therefore would become less of a future threat.

Now that Israel is gone the southern tribe of Judah has got a problem. Because before Israel stood between them and Assyria and provided a buffer. 

But now with Israel gone;
II. Judah’s Faith is Tested (2 Kings 18:19-32; 19:6-6, 32-36)

When the northern kingdom was taken captive the king in the southern kingdom of Judah was King Hezekiah and he was only 25 years old.

But Hezekiah happens to be one of those 5 good kings. We are told that he did right in the eyes of the Lord; and the Lord was with and he was successful in everything he did. 

But he makes one mistake. He decides to stop paying tribute to Assyria. This tribute was like protection money. You pay me so much money every year and I will protect you from people attacking you.

Of course the one who would do the attacking was Assyria. 

So when the Assyrians came for their payment King Hezekiah decided to stand up against him. Because, the truth of the matter is that even if they had kept on paying them eventually the Assyrians would have come in and taken them over.

But here is the thing. Hezekiah new that is wasn’t the money he gave to the Assyrians that was protecting him. He knew and trusted in God’s protection in that very moment. 

Sennacherib the king of Assyria heard that Hezekiah was going to stand up against his mighty nation so he comes in and takes over all the cities of Judah except for Jerusalem.

Then the armies of Assyria camp all around Jerusalem. So Hezekiah makes this deal with Sennacherib, the king of Assyria. 

Hezekiah tells him I will pay you all the back money I owe you from all the past tribute I didn’t pay you if you leave.

So Sennacherib says, Ok that’ll work.

So Hezekiah gives him all that he has. He even takes the gold off of the temple. He gives it all to Sennacherib.

Now this might be hard for you to believe but the king of Assyria doesn’t leave. He just takes the money.

And he stays there and he threatens Hezekiah. 

This is what happens. Sennacherib sends his commander to Hezekiah 
And we read about it in 2 Kings 18:19. 

The field commander said to them, "Tell Hezekiah: "'This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: On what are you basing this confidence of yours? 

Who do you think you are!?

20 You say you have strategy and military strength--but you speak only empty words. On whom are you depending, that you rebel against me? 

21 Look now, you are depending on Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff, which pierces a man's hand and wounds him if he leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who depend on him. 

What he is saying here is if you are relaying on Egypt you are making a mistake. They are no longer the power nation they once were.

They are not going to come protect you anymore. They can’t help you.

It kind of reminds me of the old mafia movies. A mob gang threatens a store owner that unless he pays them a protection fee someone is going to come in a tear up his store.

Then a new gang moves into the neighborhood is taking over the territory.

So the Assyrians are saying we’re the new gang in town and you had better pay the extortion money us because the old gang, the Egyptians, they can no longer provide and protection.

Let’s read on, verse 22:

And if you say to me, "We are depending on the LORD our God"--isn't he the one whose high places and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, "You must worship before this altar in Jerusalem"? 

23 "'Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses--if you can put riders on them! 

You can imagine that he’s laughing at this point. Your army is so small you could never have enough riders to us that many horses. But to us, a thousand horses and riders is nothing.

24 How can you repulse one officer of the least of my master's officials, even though you are depending on Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 

25 Furthermore, have I come to attack and destroy this place without word from the LORD? The LORD himself told me to march against this country and destroy it.'" 

This spokesman for the Assyrian nation is given sort of a revisionist history. You see it is not exactly like he is describing it.

You see Hezekiah did destroy the other worship places but that is what God wanted him to do. He got rid of the Asherah poles and the false worship places where they worshiped Baal. 

But that is what God wanted him to do. He returned the worship to the temple where God wanted it to take place.
But the Assyrians are trying to make it sound like Hezekiah was against God.

Also, we are not told that God lead the Assyrians to take over Judah.

God sent them in to conquer the northern nation because of their rebellion and sin. But we don’t see anywhere where God told them to take over Judah.

(Judah will be conquered one day but not by the Assyrians but by the Babylonians. But we will get to that next week.)

So the Assyrians are kind of re-writing history to fit their take on things. It’s kind of like an early version of a political spin. 

Here they are telling Hezekiah and all his people that they are all going to die unless they surrender. They were trying to instill fear, not only in Hezekiah, but also in his army and in his people. 

Hezekiah’s army is standing there on the walls of Jerusalem and they are looking down on this hug army and the men are starting to get a little frighten.

So Assyrians continue their propaganda. They even begin to tell the people, “If you will just follow us, you will have a great life. Your life will be so good.”

2 Kings 18:31-32 says this: “Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the king of Assyria says: Make peace with me and come out to me. Then every one of you will eat from his own vine and fig tree and drink water from his own cistern, 32 until I come and take you to a land like your own, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey. 

Choose life and not death! 
"Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he is misleading you when he says, 'The LORD will deliver us.' 

The Assyrians propaganda machine is working overtime. 

They are saying don’t listen to Hezekiah. Follow us. God is not going to take care of you. We will though.

Hezekiah tells him men not to say a word, don’t say anything in response to what is going on out there. Just be quite and relax.

So the men, even though they were afraid and they had been bribed, they remained strong and didn’t say anything. 

Hezekiah first response is not to back down or give up or even run away. 

No. His first response to go see what God would want him to do.

So he sends somebody to God’s prophet Isaiah. And this is what Isaiah response was in 2 Kings 19:6-7:
 
“Isaiah said to them, "Tell your master, 'This is what the LORD says: Do not be afraid of what you have heard--those words with which the underlings of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 7 Listen! I am going to put such a spirit in him that when he hears a certain report, he will return to his own country, and there I will have him cut down with the sword.'" 

Now skip down to 2 Kings 19:32-36 as Isaiah goes on to tell Hezekiah:

“Therefore this is what the LORD says concerning the king of Assyria: 

"He will not enter this city or shoot an arrow here. He will not come before it with shield or build a siege ramp against it. 
33 By the way that he came he will return; he will not enter this city, declares the LORD. 

34 I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and for the sake of David my servant." 

35 That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. 

When the people got up the next morning--there were all the dead bodies! 

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there. 

How cool is that?! Hezekiah never had to lift a finger because he had bent his knee in prayer. He had sought God’s will in his circumstances.

After his loss of 185,000 men, Sennacherib, the king of Assyria returned to Nineveh, and stayed there! He didn’t come back. 

In fact shortly after this event Sennacherib is killed by his own sons who stab him in the back with a sword.

Hezekiah and Judah was right on the edge of being taken over but God took care of them.

You see, Hezekiah had faith in a time of crises. He sought out God’s wisdom though the prophet. 

He didn’t just give in because of his own fears. He didn’t use his own wisdom and decide it’s hopeless. 

He looked for what God wanted him to do. He went to the prophet to see what God’s word was.
He knew that if God was on his side it didn’t matter what the odds were.

When we don’t see any way out, when a situation seems hopeless, what do we do?

Do we go to God’s word?  Do we go to God in prayer? 

Do we go to godly people in our lives to seek council? 

Do we allow God to work in his timing and way?

When our faith is put to the test we know that God is always there for his people.

We have seen this time and time again as we have been going through this series. God is faithful to those who follow him!

When we feel like surrendering to our circumstance is when we need to surrender to God.

When we surrender to God he uses our faith and shows us that he is there and will lift us up in our circumstances, no matter the odds.

Finally in this chapter we see that: 

III. Isaiah’s Faith is on the King (Isaiah 6:1-8; 53:1-12)

The second part of this chapter in the Story this week is about Isaiah the prophet who spoke to Hezekiah.

By the time Hezekiah became king Isaiah had already been around ministering for quite some time.

In fact Isaiah received his calling into ministry some forty years earlier.

We read about that call in the book that bears his name. Turn with me please to Isaiah chapter 6. Isaiah 6:1-8

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 

3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 

Here am I, send me. When Isaiah was called he said here am I and I will go and be your voice God. I will go and be your prophet to the nation.

Isaiah had seen the king of heaven and he decided to act on his faith. 

He said here am I send me.

Now the life of a prophet was not a fun life. They had to go to kings and army generals and tell them stuff they didn’t want to hear. And sometimes those people would get mad and try to kill the prophet.

They had to tell an entire nation what was going to happen to them, and that what was going to happen was because of their unfaithfulness and their sin.

The life of a prophet was not a fun life. Yet Isaiah says I will be faithful and I will act on my faith because I know who the true King is.

I hope you realize that the call Isaiah receives was not the typical call. I don’t know about you but I would love to hear God’s audible voice telling me what to do.

I would love to have a vision that is so clear that I would know exactly what God wants me to do with my life. Man that would be great.

But you know there are things in my life that God has been very clear about. But my answer wasn’t here am I send me, but my answer was who me.

Maybe you have been there too. You know what God has clearly asked you to do, but you have answered who me.

You see God has made it clear that I am to share my faith with others; that I am to be his witness in the world.

He has made it clear that I am to help those who are in need. But like a lot of things in life we see people who need to be saved and people who need to be helped but we look at them and say; you know what, someone should do something about that.

But it is abundantly clear that God expects that someone to be me, and to be you.
I don’t need a voice from heaven for that. I don’t need a vision for that.

God has already made it abundantly clear that we are the ones he has called to be his prophets in this world today.

We are to share the light, to be a light into the community around us.

We are called to act on our faith because He is our king.

Now even though Isaiah didn’t feel worthy, God showed him that he had been forgiven. 

And for many of us we don’t want to be that light or we are afraid to be that light because we have sin in our lives. We are unclean like Isaiah said.

But the reason we can share the light of Christ isn’t because we are good enough, it is because God grace and Jesus’ sacrifice. It is because of His god-ness, not because of our goodness.

God has called us to have a mission and to share with others. We are to be his prophets in this world and the only way we can do that is by knowing God and his son Jesus.

The only way to act on our faith, in spite of our fears, is to focus on what we know but on who we know. 

Because you see we know the true king. 

Isaiah pointed directly to the coming King of Kings, the Messiah.

Some of the most famous prophecies in the Old Testament about the coming Messiah are found in the book of Isaiah.

We find this in Isaiah 53. 
Listen carefully to this prophecy concerning the coming Messiah, Jesus. 

Isaiah 53:1-3 “Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” 

Skipping down to Isaiah 53:7: “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” 

And finally in Isaiah 53:10-12: “Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 

11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Isaiah gives us really the only glimpse of what Jesus looks like. 

Jesus doesn’t come in glory and splendor. He looks like a normal ordinary man.

He came like that so he can understand our pain. He knows pain and heartache like us. He came to be a king who knows how to relate to his people.

He came to be a king and a sacrifice for us. God sent him to be a sacrifice for you and for me.

Jesus sacrificed himself for us. He died so that we might live. 

Our King came to serve, to seek and to save.

In Isaiah’s lifetime he had seen a lot of kings come and go. But he knew that a true king was coming.

Isaiah knew that this king was coming and his faith was on that King. 

That is why he could act on his faith no matter what it might happen to him. 

And when we too look to this King, put our faith first in what he has done as a sacrifice, and then in his promise to return, we to can have the faith to say, here am I send me.
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My faith comes because I know that I have a king who cares enough to die for me. His death paid the price of my sin.


16

